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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



August, 1869. 



pens for the promotion of a cause which is worthy of their 
best efforts, and on the success of -which the progress of 
every other good cause so essentially depends. We want 
all to pause and think of the dreadful consequences before 
they plunge again into rebellion or war. 

Those who wish to become Agents or Colporteurs of our 
Society, either traveling or local, or who can give or loan 
it their money, or desire its publication, can address its 
Secretaries at either Boston and Chicago. 



EXTRACTS FROM AGENTS AT THK WEST. 

I have been engaged in presenting the claims of Peace for 
about fifteen months, but I have labored with the American 
Peace Society only since the first of March. Up to the first 
of June, I had spent just thirty days in actively presenting the 
claims of the cause and the Society, by lecturing and canvas- 
sing. I have lectured these thirty days, and have raised for 
the benefit of the cause $140.49 cash, by sales, subscriptions", 
and donations, and have taken pledges for $195.00 more ;■ in 
all $335.49. 

I find great ignorance existing neatly everywhere about the 
subject of Peace. People receive the subject with reservation 
and caution, as one venturing into strange regions. Nearly 
everywhere I go, the people nave never heard a lecture before 
on this subject. Intelligent men tell me they had never heard 
of the American' Peace Society. An editor remarked to me 
the other day, " I think your efforts are well timed ; but I 
believe I never heard of the Peace Society." I have received 
letters from persons who say they have been lecturing and 
preaching on Peace, but were not aware of any peace organ- 
izations. 

This ought not to be the case long ; but while it is, we 
may expect people will be fearful of it. Not that it is really 
a new theme, for it is certainly as old as Christianity ; but while 
it is new to them, they will be fearful of it. A knowledge of 
this subject will inspire confidence. A knowledge of the 
truth always does. The most liberal aid I have received was 
from two churches where they had heard Peace preached a few 
times before. Since I entered the field of Ohio, several others 
have already been commissioned as lecturing agents ; and 
before the close of the year, I could wish there might be fifty 
or a hundred in this State alone, teaching people the glorious 
doctrine of Peace. I never saw a cause spread more rapidly 
than this cause has the past year. I think there are ten times 
as many people interested in it now as a year ago. Already 
have 2,000,000 pagesof Peace matter been scattered through 
the West. 

Still there should be a thousand times as much done as has 
been. Truth and humanity demand it. Who has written any 
stirring articles for the leading papers of New York, Cincin- 
nati, and Chicago ? Who has preached on the subject ? I 
think there is not one preacher in ten from whose preaching 
you would learn whether war is right or wrong. There is cer- 
tainly no moral reform more needed. Then may God call many 
strong and faithful men to join our rapidly increasing army of 
peace-men. Yours, W. G. EL, New Vienna, 0. 

We wish we could have a hundred such men as this to plead 
our cause all over the West. When shall we have them either 
there or at the East? Deeply are they needed everywhere 
through the land. May the God of Peace soon raise them up, 
and press them into the service with a zeal and power that 
sahll move the. nation. 

P. S. — We have lately received a number of the Cleveland 
Leader, giving quite a full and interesting report of an out- 
door lecture by Mr. Hubbard. We shall copy an abstract of it 
as soon as we can find space. 

Still more recently, there has been sent to us a copy of the 
Republican, Cardington, Ohio, July 22, containing this notice : 

"W G. Hubbard, as lecturing Agent of the American 



Peace Society, is now visiting various portions of this and 
other counties, presenting the claims of the Society upon a 
broad and liberal basis, commanding the respect andthe candid 
consideration of all religious denominations, and of all political 
parties." 



WESTERN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Thirty years ago nearly all Wisconsin was inhabited only 
by red men ; and it is only about twenty years since the 
nation was startled by the announcement of a new territory 
in the then far North-West, bearing the euphonious 
title of Minnesota. In the moral cultivation of these 
young empires, it was my privilege from twenty-three to 
thirteen years ago to bear a humble part ; and often on my 
mission have I travelled through almost pathless forests, and 
over unbroken prairies, where now are well cultivated farms 
and bustling cities. My transit then was effected by means 
of my faithful horse, sometimes shut in for hours or days 
by the tall forests around me ; sometimes on the almost 
unbounded prairie where neither house, nor field, nor tree, 
could be seen, and sometimes with no human being within 
miles of me but wild Indians. 

Well do I remember my first ride on an Indian pony in 
the country west of the Mississippi, to attend a meeting of 
Foreign Missionaries in the State of Minnesota. This was 
less than twenty years ago, but the whole of that region 
was then the home of the aborigines. Now in the vicinity 
of my starting point, and on what was then an almost un- 
inhabited prairie, is a city of 12 000 or 15,000 inhabi- 
tants, and the hum of industry has succeeded the whoop of 
the savage. 

I am now visiting the States of Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
again, this time to sow seed that with the blessing of 
God may help to prevent these fair commonwealths from 
becoming involved in^the crime and curse of war. Young 
as they are, the iron-horse now traverses them in almost 
every direction; and the traveller need not plod slowly, 
wearily, and alone, as twenty years ago. It would be a 
grateful task to present your readers with a pen-portrait of 
these beautiful States, and what we find in them ; but 
time and space will permit only mere glances, as the object 
for which L write is to report efforts for and progress in the 
Peace Cause. 

Leaving Elgin, 111., on Thursday evening, June 24th, an 
hour's ride brought me to Woodstock, where I spent the 
night with an applicant for a position as an agent of our 
Society, and arranged for his labors. Having a few mo- 
ments before the arrival, of the next train, they were 
improved in calling on an old friend whom I found to be 
also a friend of our cause, and who gave me a pledge of $20 
for its support. 

An afternoon's ride by the Chicago and North- Western, 
and the Milwaukee and La Crosse Railroads brought me to 
Portage City, Wis., where I had engaged to spend the 
ensuing Sabbath with Rev. M. Bennett, D. D., our general 
agent for Northern Wisconsin. About twenty years before, 
I had visited this place on behalf of another benevolent 
enterprise. I found it then a little straggling village in the 
sand at the portage between the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, 
and on the outskirts of civilization, while nearly all north 
and west of these rivers was a wilderness. Now it is a 
finely built city of 3,000 inhabitants, with six or seven 
churches, and a railroad giving it life like an artery to the 
human system. 

But oh, how it rained ! It seemed as if the windows of 
heaven would never be closed. For forty hours, including 
part of Sunday, the clouds wept profusely ; and our con- 
gregations on Sunday morning were of course small. But 
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later in the day there was a cessation of the storm, and four 
or five congregations united in a Peace meeting in the Pres- 
byterian Church in the evening. It was one of the best 
meetings which I have ever attended. Dr. Bennett is one of 
the ablest speakers in the State ; and for half an hour he 
poured out the truth in " thoughts that breathe and words 
that burn." I followed with statements and appeals ; and 
the first Peace meeting ever held in the place, evidently 
made a good impression. Next morning we commenced 
making calls for the cause, and by Tuesday morning secured 
about $70 in cash donations, including two of $20 each to 
constitute life-members. 

Leaving Dr. Bennett to finish the canvass of Portage, I 
proceeded westward, stopping at Eilburn City, Lemonwier 
and Tomah, Wis., meeting and conferring with other agents 
of the Society. The next Sabbath and the two following 
days, were spent at the last named place where the Peace 
cause was presented in the Baptist Church in the morning 
and at a large union meeting in the M. E. Church in the 
evening. The pecuniary results were not very encourag- 
ing, though about $20 was secured as donations and for 
publications. 

One reason for the limited amount was the terrible 
financial revulsion which has taken place in all this region, 
equalling or surpassing those of 1837 and 1857. The 
country between Portage City and La Crosse is perhaps the 
poorest part of Wisconsin, being extremely sandy, and the 
swamps being numerous and extensive. But this sandy 
soil was found well adapted to the production of hops, and 
their cultivation was extensively engaged in during 1867. 
The result was successful. The yield was large, the price 
high, and farmers found themselves growing rich 
rapidly. But their success one year proved, like some other 
Ventures, their ruin the next. This success tempted those 
already engaged in the business, to enter into it more 
largely and recklessly, and others to leave their previous 
pursuits and embark in this. So that in a region of, say, 
thirty miles wide by sixty long, the hop fever prevailed 
virulently, and almost every one was attacked with it. Not 
only were the fields of the farmers, but the 'gardens of the 
mechanics and professional men, planted with hops. Hop- 
houses for drying and packing were built at great expense ; 
hop-poles were purchased at the enormous price of $10 a 
hundred ; and men, women and children were imported by 
the car-loads to pick hops. Farms were mortgaged to 
procure money for the business; merchants sold goods to 
be paid for after hop-harvest, and invested largely in their 
purchase. Even ministers caught the hop fever. 

But in 1868 there came a revulsion, sudden, unex- 
pected and terrible. The success of the year before had so 
stimulated the production of hops not only in Wisconsin, 
but elsewhere, that the supply exceeded the demand. The 
price, which at one time was as high as fifty or sixty cents a 
pound, fell rapidly until they were sold for four or five 
cents. Add to this the plague of lice which destroyed the 
crop, so that what remained was hardly worth picking, the 
high price of labor, which made the cost of picking and 
preparing, more than the hops would bring, and the fact 
that almost every hop-raiser had plunged into debt in anti- 
cipation of his golden harvest, and the reason for the wide- 
spread financial ruin will be apparent. The inhabitants are 
slowly extricating themselves from the wreck, " sadder, yet 
wiser." The hop-fever and it's consequences will long be 
remembered by the people of this region as a standing 
admonition that it is better to acquire wealth slowly than 
tq peril all in an effort to grasp it by a wild adventure. 

L. 



THE PEACE OF THE WORLD. 

Tbe civilized nations of the world appear to be now in a state of 
profound peace. From no quarter of the earth do we hear of 
wars or rumors of wars. The baleful spirit of discord, violence 
and blood, has given place to the white robed angel of peace. 
The spectacle of a universe at peace is sublime. We recog- 
nize in it the full beneficence of God, whereas the spectacle of 
war, with its sweeping calamities and horrors, appalls the hu- 
man reason. The strongest belief in the wisdom and goodness 
of the Supreme Ruler is sometimes shaken by it. The masses 
of mankind have,, in all time, regarded it with instinctive 
dread. Distrust, and a vacant hopelessness seize upon every 
human being toward whom it makes the most distant approach. 
Few marry or are given in marriage, population ceases and* 
the arm of industry becomes paralyzed. As wars take their 
rise in the ambitions and bad passions of a comparatively few 
it is surprising that the great mass of society should be so pow- 
erless to prevent their inception or stay their progress. 

In the structure of European society, and in the balancing 
dogmas of European politics, we find causes enough for period- 
ical wars ; and they will continue to prevail until a wider educa- 
tion, a larger and purer liberty is disseminated through all 
ranks of life, until the many who are now shut out from the re- 
sopnsibilities of goverment by ignorance and long proscription 
are raised to the level of the few who monopolize power. The 
moral forces, which grow out of education and liberal culture, 
require free government for their efficient exercise ; and there 
is no hope of anything like perfection in society and gover- 
ment, except in the unrestrained operation of these forces un- 
der the direction of the individual conscience. The progress 
of the nations of the old world toward the realization of self- 
government and individual responsibility is slow, but distinctly 
marked. 

Our Republic is founded on the universal brotherhood of 
man. Its mission is peace. It invites the oppressed peoples 
of all nations to its shores for purposes of peaceful industry 
and the pursuit of happiness. Its wars, with one exception, 
have been defensive, and dictated by absolute necessity, involv- 
ing the existence of the nation. It has no ambitions to gratify 
by war, and its policy should always be directed against every 
attempt to promote it, either in its own controversies with 
other nations, or by any influence which it may exert among 
them. The fact that we have but just emerged from an afflict- 
ing intestine conflict, almost without parallel in human history, 
while it should be a cause of sincere thankfulness, should also 
bring us to a recognition of the duties which it imposes upon 
us. With so many terrrible battle-fields fresh in our recollec- 
tion, followed by so great a waste of human life, and so much 
laceration of the dearest human affections, it would be strange 
indeed if we did not evince an animated interest in all influences 
and measures calculated to foster and maintain a state of uni- 
versal peace among mankind. 

What can wo do more, it may be asked, toward the further- 
ance of such an object than to set the example of a people 
desirous of peace within their own borders, scrupulous as to 
the rights of other States, and watchful never to give occasion 
for the slightest pretext for war on their part ? Within these 
limitations there is scope enough for the exercise of a larger 
amount of public virtue than usually falls to the lot. of nations. 
But these are the most ordinary moral duties, alike of nations 
as of individuals, and the practice of them reflects no higher 
credit upon us than upon other nations which make fewer pro- 
fessions than we do. 

If our duty as a people selected to be the standard-bearers 
of the advanced civilization of the world is to stop here, how 
sadly must we disappoint the hopes of those who are looking 
to us from every quarter of Christendom for ultimate help and 
succor. The power of this goverment should be a power for 
peace and not for war, and its highest aspiration should be 
to reach that point of eminence among the nations of the 
world which will enable it to command it. It should not only 
seek those things which make for peace, but it should constant- 
ly labor for peace in the great family of States, as the only se- 
curity for permanent progress. It should not wait for other na- 
tions, but initiate itself such measures as tend to its accomplish- 
ment. And now in this lull of the elements of discord, will it not 
be remiss in its duty if it does not attempt to mitigate the code 



